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foreword — 


pée black man will be the most determined force in the American 
Revolution. He is the most intensely exploited. In the destruc-~ 
tion of the capitalist mode of production, he, most of all, has 
nothing to lose but his chains. : 


For this reason he is feared arid hated by our capitalist over- 
lords and i3 a source of embarassment and object of hypocricy 
to labor's misleaders and the bourgeois lackeys of all stripes. 


An@ for. that same reason the revolutionary Marxists do not hesi- 
tate to sweep aside the accumulated cant and prejudice of cen- 
turies in order to make it possible to establish the unity of 
the proletariat of all races, for their mutual emancipation. 


problem of the Negro as a worker. Only by facing and solving — 
them both together can tha basis be laid for his un with th 
white worker for the successful achievement of the proletari 
rexglution. Sore fe OU Re eee , 3 
To that end th 

the position 

ates on t 









The problem of the Negro as a race cannot be separated from the — 
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LIN liad TRO DUCTION 


Son taney to popular opinion, the special problem of the Negro under 
Gapitalism is not created by the physical differences existing between 
the Negroid and other peoples of the earth. Propagandists of race 
hatred invariably over-emphasize the real biological differences and 
aysert the existence of other (imaginary) differences which they base 
On such superficial considerations as skin pigmentation, lip thickness, 
Character of the hair, and flatness of the feet. These superficial fea- 
tures are the product of the influences on the human body of the Afri- 
can climate, desert soil, and jungle life over thousands of years, They 
ate slowly being altered by social.changes in Africa and throughout the 
world, by miscégenation and racial blending, and by the influences of 
other climates, temperatures, soils, and foods, 


The racists still employ the term "hybrid" in connection with the off- 
spring of race mixture. But this term applied to mankind has no real 
eaning. In its fundamental biological sense it means a cross that 
sannot reproduce, such as the mule in the horse family. With humans, 
however, should the lowliest pygmy miscegenously reproduce with the 
highest, titled "blue-blood", the off-spring could go on reproducing, 
in other words, there are no basic biological divisions in the races 
of mane As a matter of fact, this fundamental biological fact, dis- 
ining ell © the racists, confirms our revolutionary prospect of world- 
zing all of human society. 


be understand the problem of the Negro we must turn from these super- 


ficial differences to the larger social forces of economies, politics, 
ppemer ete industry, and agriculture. But in doing so, we cannot alto- 
ether ignore the wide vogue enjoyed by the exaggerated contentions and 
pues cer of the racial propagandists. 








‘White euperiority", "the white man's burden", "natural anbipatrg 
“white assimilation" are cynical theories designed to conceal the eco 
nomic, golitical, and social motives of the ruling class which concoc 
them, In other words, while the racists may be aware of the Se te 
cea, they invariably justify racial suppression. Just as 
sane @. the rape of continents and the victimi 
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in the vicious (but profitable) slave traffic cider Vuee 4 |. of barren soil, and dense forests retarded the develo: 
ot ea | ae ey ae mee WL 
7 8 Het is they | ) ture and transportation. Its coastlines are even yet 





| ‘Yor the vilest form of race plunder by the imperialis ible. Its underground resources are deep, and though valuable, ne 
2. WHENCE DOES RACE HATRED ARISE? * those from which basic industries can be built. Thus Africa the conti- 
"ie . : eS Giantce craerea a or ee ee se restrained the development of the African peoples. At the time ; 
- ? hroughou € ages racial agitators and pro of the rise of the mercantile capitalist system the Negroes were “back- — 
WW Riverethon the poléroor tne ea a = lef Se rea have served to ward peoples", Africa was isolated from the world, Its peoples were 
religions (especially the white man's Sleion of i rat fee isolated from one another. They founded many cultures, but were unable 
tty), laws, penology, philosophy, and education of ell iba ccoen oe ¢ : to transmit them. Social development was consequently slow. Reset. f oe. 


4 such a way as to keep mankind a ee 4 
tal division Wty strenstiets oo iene cat i Lines» | Inter-rac~ Because of that backwardness the colored races of Africa were victimized 
the wealth produced by the labor of the eed we aace ee ware B by the powerful European merchants launching out over the world in pur- 
: suit of trade, wealth, and exploitation. The rising capitalist rulers 
of European society did not hesitate to exterminate the aborigines in 
Australia, the West Indies, and in other parts of the world. It en-. 
slaved the inhabitants of Africa, the Americas and even the lowest stra- 


a 


ta in Europe itself. Due to similar environment the Europeans colonized — 


discrimination and Givision. These institutions obstruct the scientific 


i 
Complex institutions and ideologies have been fostered to develop race 
understanding of the whole question. In fact, so imposing is the influ- 


TT TRIER: 


ence of race discrimination in el i at 
| thusiasts become infected with “get stage die id ies tek legro veniche i the West Indies and the New World generally centuries before colonizing 
stituting an "empire within an empire" & culture” as con- : Africa. Slave trade, a natural product of the mercantile and colonial 
| the culture of capitalist civilization’ ade and supplementing i systems brought the Negro from Africa into the modern world. Millions 
| m of which lynching is an integral of captured Africans were transplanted as slaves into colonies in North 


and South America and in the West Indies by Portugese, Spanish, English, 


For example, the movement initiated by Booker T, Washington was and re- Duteh, Danish, and other European merchantment, who trafficked in the 


mains @ movement based upon the principles of social separatism. Variou: RE SEAR REaTESS See ee oe ; 


Negro institutions 7 

tne ag fei =i errlisea, gr Henan pics eagmeph pied and ' ; h Out of this forced transplantation of Negroes and their mixture with 

idea of self-advancement within the sph ft . = et URE Indians and whites in the New World evolved the Mestizoes, Zambos, and 

A ae ae ene . wale ghettoes "or Son- \ : i Mulattoes who make up much of the populations of the islands of the 

founded by the brilliant W.E,B DuBois a acd ae eee : "yellows" or "browne", as they have been ealied, who Constitute an over: 
Be » and now led by the famous author, "yellows" or "browns", as they have been called, who constitute anover- 
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reactionary are s . 
and the National ee pede & movement, Father Divirs. In the United States anyone with "African blood" in his veins, no matter 

) an attempt to solve the Negro problem ne Ar he “acne dahon movement, — now"white" he is, is considered as a Negro. By this criterion there are 
way from it; the second is abwoxward relinic mecoa States by vurning a- 35,000,000 Negroes in the New World. The population of the United States 
attention of the Negroes from their r 1 oe eee seoking to divert the of Brazil alone is over 30% Negro. The densely populated islands of Ja- 
itual" obsessions. and fanaticism Phe i — to the realm of "spir- maica, Haiti, and Barbadoes are almost entirely Negro. Cuba and many 
to be an organization for the taenesonan: angers pedo a Pretending of the small islands, the Canal Zone, Colombia, Venezuela, and Guatemala 
mentally a training ground and supply depot of idee Peoples is funda have a high percentage of Negro population. In fact, the Carribbean 
big corporations, These and other Ne r the te tae de ee ; area is characterized as the "Black Belt of the Carribbean". This saie 
ain in common: to maintain the beni gro Ear ibe like them have ong Carribbean section of the world more than any other provided the markets — 

ers which separate the white and the which made it possible for North American manufacturers to emerge as a 


FO Meek: peoples. Some actually help strengthen these barriers, 
3PHYSICAL AND _ HISTORIC BACKGROUND 


and Africa are distinct as environments = the 
ar eupaere with nature-to live ana avn seinin: Gee. 
deep imprints upon men's bodies. Europe has a mild climate 
L __ It is easy to raise crops and sea food is easily ~ 
are no impenetrable barriers either by land or water, 
asily transmitted. The soil, climate, and rainfall 
lo nt of agriculture relatively easy, ‘Tne v 
eal, iron, and other ores - facilite 


. , class and free the North American colonies from British rule. Later 
this same manufacturing class challenged and defeated the rule of the 
slave masters of the South to establish what is today the dominant cap- 

“ italism of the world. But United States capitalism, like European nev 

dealt squarely with the Negroid peoples. It always discriminated 
them. Even where Negro slaves fought gloriously and freed themselves 
and established their own government, as in Haiti, the United States 
and most other capitalist governments, refused for many years even 
recognize them politically. ae ri len i og Pa He 

Negroes sent to Africa by United States capitalist ph 
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DARE OL their struggle against the slave masters of the South in the 
_ cerly part of the nineteenth century. Yet Liberia was not recognized 
_ by the United States government until after the Civil War, 








the Congress of Industrial Organizations maintains its present cla: : 
collaborationist policies, it ean not permanently benefit either the — 
\ black or white workers. The South remains unorganized for the most — 


In the struggle of the South American colonials against their mother part, primarily because labor to this day hag been led by the capitalis 


_ country, Spain, the United States lent little positive support, The system to draw the color line. 


little Republic of Haiti gave far more. Rather it should be said that \ A T 
the U.S. capitalists prevented them from uniting and consolidating as 4_THE NEGRO os Ohad na 3 c4gon nia 
nations. Through its Monroe Doctrine and Pan American Union it has di- : The Negro question goes to the very roots of capitalist culture. The 


vided them so as to dominate them more easily. In a word, Unites States 2 fos 
capitalism, like European, has functioned to keep the Negroid peoples 
on the lowest rungs of the social ladder, 


"white-man's burden" is the racist interpretation of the colonial ques-= 
tion; "white superiority" is their explanation of the backward position 
of the blacks in capitalist society; and “white assimilation" is their 
theory to justify whites lording it over the colored races. 


* 


| 
British, French, Portugese, Spanish, Italian, German, Belgian, and Dutch 
1 capitalisms grabbed the continent of Africa in the nineteenth century 
) 
| 
. 
| 
1 
| 


2A CRETE 


If the proletariat, the revolutionary class is modern society, does not 
develop its own class ideas and action to oppose those of capitalism, 
it prolongs the decay stage of the already wornout system. The con- 
sequences to the exploited in that system become serious, Barbarism 
and the wiping out of whole peoples may result. In the decay stage of 
previous social systems the rulers destroyed entire peoples. 


largely through loan-shark deals. Their exploitation of the Negro na-~ 
tives, especially in the Congo and in what has become the Union of South 
Africa, was terrific.» From this exploitation they have wrung super prof- 
its which, with the help of their labor lieutenants at home, they brib«d 
the upper strata of the working class in Europe to support their imper- 
lalist robbery. On the continent of Africa the European capitalist na- 


tions did as they wished with the natives as long as they respected é6ach 


t The proletariat has been retarded greatly by the unscientific racist 
| other's division of the spoils. There is no parallel to the Monroe Doc- conception of the Negro question imposed on it by capitalism and its 


trine for Africa, although France (37%) and Great Britain (24%) have : agents. The Socialist parties of Europe and the United States and the 


u" t 
ee es whe lion's share’. Independent Labor Party of Great Britain never separated themselves from 
: f the rotten culture of white chauvinism. Socialist prime ministers such 


Rus 
Pd 


to substitute in place of peppets of other imperialist nations their 
own puppets. Consequently colonial revolutions were not emancipatory 
wars but bloody intrigues. Latin America has witnessed many such "“rev- 
Olutions" in the last two decades. "Dollar diplomacy" and all other im- 

_perialist diplomacy has instituted "machine gun rule" and poison gas 
attacks by marines, 


the tender "protection" of the capitalists and their "thieves kitchen", 
the League of Nations. We may judge the protection they received by 

‘ the frenzied warfare conducted by the Spanish and French capitalists a- 
gainst the Riffians of Northern Africa, by the Italian capitalists an 
gainst the Ethiopians, and by the Japanese capitalists against the 
Chinese. #the Great War 


| When capitalism evolved into its imperialist stage, it redivided the : : Bats® MaeD England, and more recently Blum 
Patera ot hee arid into debtor and-ereditor states, It tranaformea & | f 88 poses pene imperieiist gover mee: ee 
on the epee eeward peoples into mere puppets of one imperialist nation er colonies while lending labor's approval to imperialist policies. Af- 
tO cube sper: ,impertalist nations fomented and financed revolutions ter*the Socialist parties left the destinies of the colonial masses to 

: 

i 


Economic oppression has been equally tyrannical. Outmoded forms of en- 
slavement such as semi~serdom, impressment, contract labor, the pass 
i System and actual slavery have been introduced in Asia, Africa, and rovernment aided the im : 
perialist designs of Mussolini by the sale of 
H South America since capitalism has entered its imperialist or decay stage. cavieh oil to Italyt Furthermore, the support the Third International 
} | has given to the "democratic" imperialists = to France and England thru 


Under the control of Stalinism, the Third International too has gone 
back to white chauvinism, During the Italo-Ethiopian war the Stalinis' 
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tion: 


Within capitalist countries, Fascist forms are advancing. Among other * a ¢ 
* e League of Nations, to the United States through support of the Mon- 
} things, Fascism feeds on race hatred and Persecution. The Negro problem : a peep the "Good Neighbor" policy, and $6 eneauntacl hold over 
"i has been aggravated by Italian fascism, A new "race" question has been | Bio tia hin hacer one peoples = has helped ihdda (4h struggles of the | 
| ~ereated in Hitlerized Germany. In the New World fascism and reactionary 2 " Negro peoples for their emancipation from imperialist exploitation, The 
oe) aoe nare Miatelng headway. : Trotskyist "Fourth International" has completely ignored the Negro ques- 


w rkers pay the price for following their class collaborationist 
rat leaders in the British 










, German, Belgium, Italian, French, 
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_ HOW MARXISM SOLVES THE PROBL 
ns. Through their labor misleaders 


italists are able to bribe the working class into becoming super- _ “Jane soletion of the Negro question lies in fundamental social 
white civilization sor white chauvinists. The American - We live in the era of Proletarian Revolution. ‘The first stage c 
Ys abor is a white chauvini And . | era has already begun. The solution of the deep-going social ¢ 
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6. PROGRAM FOR THE _UNITED___ STATES 
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The Negro Under Capitalism : 


be brought into play. It is directed primarily against the Negro and 
white organizers of the movements Unless these men are adequately pro- 
tected the movement will be crushed, This means that the organization 
of the south, to be successful, must take up the special task of org- 
esnizing ARMED DEFENSE AGAINST LYNCHING. 


4, The organization of the south is unthinkable without a class strug- 

gle policy. This includes the defense of all class war prisoners, Negr« 
end white. The special Negro demand for NEGRO JURYMEN goes hand in hand 
with the general working class slogan: DOWN WITH CAPITALIST JUSTICE, 


5, The organization of the south demands THE RIGHT OF THE DISFRANCHISED 
NEGROES TO VOTE, THE RIGHT OF NEGROES TO JOIN UNIONS WITH WHITES and THE 
RIGHT TO ORGANIZE INTO A REVOLUTIONARY WORKING CLASS PARTY, 


S$, Though the organization of the south should go on primarily in the 
industrial centers, the agricultural workers, Negro and white, will be- 
come part of the movement. The organization of tenant, share-cropping 
and other farmers, however ,auxiliary to the main problem, will involve 
fighting for special Negro demands. 


7, segregation of the Negro extends throughout the whole United States, 
north and south. There are Negro ghettoes in practically every American 
city. Here also, special Negro demands must be advanced in the teeth 

of the bitter opposition of the reactionary terrorist organizations of 
capitalism, the Ku Klux Klan, the Black Legionand others. 


The execution of the above program of special Negro demands in conjunct- 
ion with the general revolutionary program of the proletariat will lay 
the basis for unity in action of the black and white worker in their com- 
mon struggle against the capitalist system, for a workers government and 
a new society, Without this unity the proletarian revolution in thé U- 
nited States cannot succeed. With it it is invincible} 


Down with segregation customs and laws} 

Down with the chain gang system of persecution} 

Armed defense against lynching! 

Defend all class war prisoners} 

Down with capitalist class justice} 

Enfranchise the Negrot Demand that he sit on juries! 

Enforce the right of the Negro to join and organize unionst 

Demand the right of the Negro to organize into a revolutionary working 
class party’ 

Full social, economic, and political equality for Negroes and Negroid 
peoples| 

ORGANTZE THE SOUTHS 
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